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“Solarize Carpinteria Valley”  
Helps Homeowners Save with Solar 

Community-Led Program Makes Solar and Affordable 
 
Carpinteria, CA, May 20, 2014 – “Solarize Carpinteria Valley” a community-led, group-purchasing program for residential solar electric systems which 
launched on Tuesday of this week. 
 
Two local non-profits, the Community Environmental Council (CEC) and the Carpinteria Valley Association (CVA) have partnered to bring the Solarize 
program to Carpinteria Valley. The primary goals of Solarize Carpinteria Valley are to increase the amount of solar in the region and to make it simple 
and affordable for local residents to go solar.  “The Solarize program offers Carpinteria Valley and Summerland homeowners a streamlined process 
and a discounted price for solar from local, vetted installers,” explained Jefferson Litten, CEC’s Solarize Program Manager. Litten noted that CEC’s 
past Solarize programs have already helped more than 260 homeowners in five Central Coast communities go solar. 

Solarize Carpinteria Valley features two local solar installers, REC Solar and Allen Energy. These companies were selected as program partners after 
careful evaluation and vetting by a committee of local experts. Both companies have agreed to offer a fixed, discounted price to Carpinteria Valley and 
Summerland residents who sign up to go solar by August 16. “Many past Solarize customers point to the peace of mind from working with a vetted 
installer and to the benefits of receiving a fixed, group-purchase price,” said Litten, “Homeowners are also grateful to have CEC as an expert resource 
to answer their difficult questions about solar.” 
 
Carpinteria Valley Association President, Vera Bensen, is excited about the program and hopes that local residents take advantage of the Solarize 
program,"Going solar is a fantastic way to save energy and dollars. Carpinteria is a perfect place to collect sunshine and put that energy to an effective 
use.  The CVA is excited to partner with the CEC on this campaign. We're proud of our 50 year history in Carpinteria, preserving and protecting the 
rural beauty and small beach charm and it feels good to be a central part of bringing affordable solar energy to our neighbors." " 

 
Solarize Carpinteria Valley will be available to homeowners for three months, beginning May 20, 2014 through August 16, 2014. During this time, 
homeowners can switch to solar at a fixed, group-purchasing price from either of the two installers.  
 
As part of the program, CEC and CVA will host free educational workshops to inform homeowners about solar technologies, energy efficiency, solar 
financing options and the Solarize program. “A vital component of Solarize is education,” noted Litten, “Many homeowners are not aware that they can 
start saving right away by switching to solar.  By educating the community about the benefits of solar, the entire solar industry benefits and we help 
homeowners save money.”   
 
Anyone interested in learning about solar is encouraged to attend one of these upcoming workshops:  
 

Wednesday, June 4 

6:30 - 8:00pm 

Carpinteria Library 

Multipurpose Room 

5141 Carpinteria Avenue 

Thursday, July 17 

6:30 - 8:00pm 

Carpinteria Library 

Multipurpose Room 

5141 Carpinteria Avenue 

 
Solarize Carpinteria Valley participants will also help support CEC’s and CVA’s missions in the community. For each homeowner that goes solar 
through the program, the solar installers will pay, at no additional cost to the homeowner, a small fee which will help CEC and CVA continue to fund 
similar programs and to be self-sustaining. 
 
To learn more or apply for Solarize Carpinteria Valley, homeowners can go to SolarizeCarpinteria.org or call 805.963.0583 x 105. Homeowners can 
also find more information on Facebook at facebook.com/cecsolarize.  
 
About the Community Environmental Council 
Since 1970, the Community Environmental Council (CEC) has led the Central Coast region – and at times California and the nation – in creative 
solutions to some of the toughest environmental problems.  Today CEC is focused on moving the Central Coast away from dependence on fossil fuels 
in one generation. Find CEC on the web at cecsb.org  on Twitter @CECSB and on Facebook at facebook.com/CECSB.   

 
About the Carpinteria Valley Association 
The Carpinteria Valley Association (CVA) was founded in 1964, and continues its mission to preserve and enhance the rural beauty of the Carpinteria 
Valley, especially its open field agriculture, and to maintain the charm of Carpinteria and Summerland as small beach towns. CVA strives to 
accomplish these goals by providing education and advocacy on issues related to land use, planning, and community development with an emphasis 
on the natural resources and environment of the Carpinteria Valley, Summerland, and the surrounding region.  Find CVA on the web at 
CarpinteriaValleyAssociation.org. 
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