
 

 

MINUTES, PLANNING COMMISSION 
CITY OF CARPINTERIA 
CARPINTERIA, CALIFORNIA 

March 2, 2009 
Regular Meeting 
Council Chamber 
7:00 P.M. 

Chair La Fevers called the meeting to order at 7:50 p.m. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Commissioners present: David Allen, Vice-Chair 
    Jane L. Benefield 
    John Callender 
    Glenn La Fevers, Chair 
    John Moyer 

ROLL CALL 

  
OTHERS PRESENT 
 
Alexandra Barnhill, Deputy City Attorney 
Nick Bobroff, Planner 
Jackie Campbell, Community Development Director 
Approximately 20 interested persons 
 

OTHERS PRESENT 
 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
Chair La Fevers called for the flag salute. 

PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE 

  
INTRODUCTIONS & ANNOUNCEMENTS   
Community Development Director Jackie Campbell and Chair La Fevers 
welcomed new commissioner John Moyer. 
 

INTRODUCTIONS  
&  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

a. Minutes of the regular Planning Commission meetings held 
December 1, 2008 and January 5, 2009. 
 

MOTION 
 
Upon a motion by Commissioner Benefield, seconded by Commissioner 
Allen, the Planning Commission voted 4-0-1 (Moyer abstained) to approve 
the minutes of the regular Planning Commission meetings of December 1, 
2008 and January 5, 2009. 
 

CONSENT  
CALENDAR 
 
 
 
MOTION 
 
 
 

PRESENTATIONS BY CITIZENS  
 
Gary Campopiano of the Carpinteria Valley Arts Council said that the 
plans and building model for the proposed arts center have been on display 
since January 17th and will be up until April 13th at the site on Linden 
Avenue. 
 
Commissioner Benefield encouraged Mr. Campopiano to display the plans 
and model at a neutral location such that more people would be able to 
provide comments. 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
BY CITIZENS 

CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING – None CONTINUED 
PUBLIC HEARING 

NEW PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Island Brewing Company CUP Modification 
Project No. 09-1486-CUPM/CDP   Planner:  Nick Bobroff 
 
Hearing on the request of Paul Wright, Island Brewing Company, to consider 
Case No. 09-1486-CUPM/CDP [application filed January 21, 2009] for review of 
a Modification to a Conditional Use Permit and Coastal Development Permit to 
revise the previous approval to allow for expansion of the use area to an outdoor 
patio and to extend the hours of operation under the provisions of the Commercial 
Planned Development (CPD) and General Industry (M) Zone Districts; and to 

 
NEW PUBLIC 
HEARING 
 
09-1486-CUPM-CDP 



 

 

accept the exemption pursuant to §15303 of the State Guidelines for 
Implementation of the California Environmental Quality Act.  The project 
occupies a portion of a 1.5-acre multi-tenant commercial warehouse building 
shown as APN 004-105-004 and addressed as 5049 Sixth Street. 
 
DISCLOSURE OF EX PARTE COMMUNICATIONS – None 
 
Planner Nick Bobroff presented the staff report, explaining that the applicant was 
requesting modifications to the original permit to extend its hours of operation 
and to construction an outdoor patio enclosure.  He provided information on the 
project setting and project history, as well as a detailed analysis of the hours of 
operation, parking, fence, patio and the project’s consistency with the Zoning 
Code and the General Plan/Coastal Plan. 
 
In response to questions, he explained that the requirement for a pass-through 
area north of the fence was intended to meet Fire District needs and to provide a 
six-foot access through the enclosed patio.  Regarding concerns about noise 
impacts to the campground, he explained that the nearest campground was 
approximately 300 feet away and its curfew coincides with that of the proposed 
tasting room hours.  When asked for details about whether the brewery had any 
problems meeting the Air Pollution Control District’s odor abatement plan, he 
said the plan had been in effect since 2001 and no complaints were on record. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING OPENED 
Chair La Fevers opened the public hearing at 8:25 p.m. 
 
Paul Wright, owner of Island Brewing Company, said he was in full 
agreement with the staff report.  He suggested changes to the following 
conditions:  Condition 19 – Strike the last sentence related to the number 
of seats, Condition 20 – refer to “portable furniture” rather than “all 
furniture” and remove the reference to the potted plants being moved, 
Condition 23 – requested compliance with the CUP regarding the hours, 
and Condition 22 – he questioned whether the last sentence referring to no 
alcohol being consumed past 10:00 p.m. was necessary.  He said he was 
amenable to ensuring there would be a clear path adjacent to the fence, 
with chairs kept back from the fence line. 
 
John Welty, a local flower company operator, stated that he has been 
recycling grain used in the manufacture of the beer for eight years.  He 
added that he owns an apartment complex a block away and has never 
experienced problems related to the brewery.  He expressed his support. 
 
Richard Roselle, District Supervisor for California State Parks, expressed 
his support, stating that the owners represent a family-owned business, the 
kind of business the City should be embracing. 
 
Lin Graf urged the Commission to approve the project, stating that there is 
nothing more pleasant than watching a sunset from the brewery. 
 
Scott Miller, Plant Manager, Tyco Industries, said they have no complaints 
as neighbors and he echoed Mr. Roselle’s comments.  He explained that 
there are two shifts, with the second one ending at 11:00 p.m. and 
employing 15 to 20 people.  He said that after 2:30 p.m. Island Brewing 
Company staff and customer can take advantage of the additional parking 
spaces that are not being used by Tyco.  Regarding a roll-up door that 
encroaches on a parking space, he explained that the door is rarely used.  
He said there was ample space for wheelchair accessibility. 
 
Verna Carter, owner of 5049 Sixth Street, expressed her support and said 
Island Brewing Company is a valued tenant.  Regarding parking, she said 
everyone is gone by the time the brewery starts up. 
 
Barry Enticknap said we should be encouraging businesses such as this 
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one.  He said Paul Wright’s family was recognized by the Chamber of 
Commerce and the newspaper for having an outstanding family business. 
 
David Bladell said the Wright family is a positive contributor to the 
community.  He said he has never found parking a problem and it would 
be a positive move to waive the additional two required spaces.  He said 
they should be given support. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED 
Chair La Fevers closed the public hearing at 8:47 p.m. and opened it to 
staff and the Planning Commission. 

ENTICKNAP 
 
 
DAVID BLADELL 
 
 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
CLOSED 

 
Upon a request from Chair La Fevers for information related to Condition 
19 which specifies nine seats for the patio, Community Development 
Director Jackie Campbell clarified that the brewery is a unique use and is 
not a restaurant or bar and nothing in the Zone Code addresses it 
specifically.  She said the Commission would have to use its discretion in 
determining whether the additional seats would have an adverse effect on 
parking. 
 
Paul Wright stated that the Condition 22 is a bit tight, that patrons tend to 
linger upon the business closing and he did not want this to cause a 
violation. 
 
After discussion, Community Development Director Jackie Campbell 
suggested removing the words “and vacated” from the last sentence in 
reference to the facility closing. 
 
Commissioner Benefield said the project is great and that Island Brewing 
Company has a great reputation.  She added that it is a gathering place for 
people.  She suggested removing the number of seats included in 
Condition 19 and that she was in agreement with the suggestions made to 
Condition 20 regarding bringing portable furniture in and Campbell’s 
suggestions for Condition 22. 
 
Commissioner Allen expressed his support for the project, describing it as 
ideal and having an appropriate location.  He asked for language for a clear 
walkway adjacent to the fence and expressed concern about people not 
being able to get by when it is really busy.  He said he was not inclined to 
limit the number of chairs.  He stated he was supportive of the project and 
the changes to the conditions, including elimination of Condition 23. 
 
Commissioner Callender said he supports the project and staff’s 
recommendations and he respects the applicant looking at the conditions to 
head-off problems in advance.  He agreed that the Development Impact 
Fee for parking is unwarranted in this case.  He said he can support the 
modification related to the additional two spaces. 
 
Commissioner Moyer stated that the business has a great reputation and 
needs to be supported in the present climate.  He noted there have been no 
complaints regarding odor or noise and he doesn’t foresee any occurring.  
He said he appreciated that the changes to the conditions are being brought 
up now rather than later.  He said he would want an accessible pathway 
through the patio maintained as much as possible. 
 
Commissioner Allen added that he supports Commissioner Callender’s 
comments regarding the parking modification. 
 
Chair La Fevers agreed with the Commissioners’ comments and said he is 
happy to have Island Brewing Company in Carpinteria.  He said parking 
was his big concern, but due to the opportunity for conjunctive use with 
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Tyco Industries he is supports waiving the requirement for two additional 
spaces. 
 
He reviewed the suggested changes to the conditions.  Condition 19 would 
strike the reference to the number of seats, Condition 20 would replace 
“all” with “portable” with respect to the furniture, Condition 22 would 
remove the words “and vacated,” and Condition 23 would strike 
everything but the last sentence with regards to deliveries.  In addition, 
Condition 19 would replace the second sentence with language regarding 
maintaining open access through the patio area, without specifying a 
width. 
 
MOTION 
Upon a motion by Commissioner Benefield, seconded by Commissioner 
Callender, the Planning Commission voted 5-0 to approve project 09-
1486-CUPM/CDP with the conditions modified as stated. 

 
MOTION 

  
OTHER BUSINESS – None 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 

CONSIDERATION OF ANY ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT 
CALENDAR AND/OR ANY OTHER AGENDA ITEM REQUESTED 
TO BE ADVANCED – None 

 

  
MATTERS PRESENTED BY COMMISSIONERS 
 
Commissioner Benefield complained about the loud music at the Arco 
Station, noting that it’s only outdoors.  She asked for Community 
Development Director Jackie Campbell’s assistance in resolving the 
matter.  She also said she was interested in assisting local residents who 
are interested in developing a skateboard park in Carpinteria. 
 
Chair La Fevers noted that the League of Cities Planning Conference will 
take place at the end of the month and asked if any Commissioners were 
interested.  He said the Commission was invited to attend the opening of a 
People’s Self-Help Housing project in Avila Beach on March 27th at 11:00 
a.m. 

MATTERS 
PRESENTED 

  
DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

a. Distributed Information 
 

i. Action Minutes of the Architectural Review Board meetings of 
January 15, 2009, January 29, 2009 and February 12, 2009 

 
ii. City calendar for March 2009 
 
iii. Community Development Project Status Report as of February 

26, 2009 
 
iv. Construction Permit Report as of February 26, 2009 
 

Community Development Director Jackie Campbell discussed a kick-off 
meeting that took place with Housing Element consultant, Ralph 
Castaneda.  She said another meeting took place regarding soil 
remediation for the Venoco site on Dump Road/ Carpinteria Avenue and 
involved City staff, consultants, Venoco, Chevron, and representatives 
from the Regional Water Quality Control Board. 
She said a Mitigated Negative Declaration was under review for Costa’s 
Auto Works proposed new location at the west end of Carpinteria Avenue 
and that the Environmental Review Committee would hold a public 
comment hearing on March 4th. 
 

DIRECTOR’S 
REPORT 



 

 

Deputy City Attorney Alexandra Barnhill was asked by Commissioner 
Allen to provide an update on the status of Venoco’s proposed initiative.  
She explained that the City received an application to circulate a voter 
initiative that would propose a project similar to the Paredon project that is 
currently under review.  She said the City Attorney’s office is asking for 
an injunction and investigating whether the initiative is legal.  She said 
there are concerns that the initiative is not legislative in nature and may be 
eschewing environmental reviews that are normally required. 
  
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:25 p.m. by Chair La Fevers. 
 
 
 
                                                            ___________________________ 
                                                            Secretary, Planning Commission 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
Chair, Planning Commission 
 

ADJOURNMENT 

Minutes Prepared by Alice Wissing  
 
 


