
CITY OF CARPINTERIA     ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 

5775 Carpinteria Avenue     Meeting Date:  June 16, 2011 

Carpinteria California 93013 

 ACTION MINUTES  

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Jim Reginato, Chair. 

ROLL CALL 
Boardmembers present:   Scott Ellinwood 

                                            Wade Nomura 

                                            Richard Johnson 

                                            William Araluce 

                                            Jim Reginato 

 

Boardmembers absent:    None 
 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Approximately four interested persons were present. 

PRESENTATIONS BY CITIZENS – None 

PROJECT REVIEW 

1) Applicant:  Tom Habbick for MD2 Communities   Planner:  Jackie Campbell 

Project Number:  07-1407- TM/TPM/DP/CDP 

Project Location:  6380 Via Real 

Zoning:  Industrial Research Park (M-RP) 

 

 Hearing on the request of Tom Habbick, MD2 Communities, agent for the Lagunitas Mixed Use 

Project, for an in progress review of landscape plans.  The project includes 73 residential units (36 

condominiums and 37 single family dwellings) and an office building of 85,000 square feet with 

340 parking spaces.  Site improvements include private roadways, trails, a tot lot, two detention 

basins and infrastructure for all site utilities, including a bus shelter on Via Real.  This review 

addresses only the landscaping for the residential portion of the project and common areas.  The 

project was last reviewed by the ARB on February 17, 2011. 

 

DISCUSSION: 

 

Vehicle Bridge 

 

The ARB members liked the bridge design and materials, noting that it was not much different than 

when they had last reviewed it in February.  The i-beams had been replaced with tubular steel as 

requested and a detail of the stone columns at the four bridge ends/corners was found to be an attractive 

element.  The Board did suggest that perhaps a lantern at the top of the column would be helpful for 

pedestrians and drivers.  The option of a sloped stone cap (like a pyramid), rather than a flat stone cap on 

the column was discussed. 

 

ACTION:  Motion by Boardmember Ellinwood, seconded by Boardmember Nomura, to recommend: 

 

 Use a downcast light ½ way up the column (18‖ height) to provide illumination for safety. 

 Match grout to color of sandstone used in the column. 

 

VOTE:  5-0 
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Creek Restoration and Meadow Planting Plan 

 

Boardmember Nomura commented that the planting palette was outstanding.  Other Boardmembers 

agreed.  Boardmember Johnson suggested that the engineering details for the raptor perch be reviewed to 

ensure its integrity.  He appreciated that the requested camber had been added to the pedestrian bridge 

rails and suggested that the pickets be trimmed into the top cap; he added that 6 x 6s with a chamfered 

cap would be preferred over the proposed 4 x 4s, and should be set in gravel rather than concrete.  For 

the tread, he suggested 3x or 4x decking materials, indicating that redwood would be a nice material. 

 

The applicant informed the Board that the restoration plan biologist did not support the use of poppies in 

the seed mix for the meadow; this was supported by the City Biologist.  The Board supported the design 

of the meadow planting plan as submitted. 

 

ACTION:  Motion by Boardmember Johnson, seconded by Araluce, to recommend: 

 

 Review pedestrian bridge details. 

 Use 6 x 6s and trim pickets into the top cap. 

 Use 3x or 4x decking. 

 Redwood is the preferred material for the pedestrian bridges. 

 

VOTE  5-0 

 

Streetscape Planting Plan 

 

The ARB members generally liked the streetscape planting plan for Lomita Lane and Via Real, though 

Boardmember Araluce questioned the use of oleander along the Via Real frontage.  Other 

Boardmembers agreed that this plant could be substituted with something native that would complement 

the plant palette of the creek restoration plan. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Don Bensen asked if a gate was required at the emergency access onto Lomita 

Lane.  Jackie Campbell indicated she would review the conditions of approval to see if there was a gate 

required.  Boardmember Nomura indicated that the plant types chosen for the emergency routes could 

easily be driven over in the event of an emergency and would not impede access. 

 

ACTION:  Motion by Boardmember Nomura, seconded by Boardmember Araluce, to recommend 

 

 Eliminate oleander from the palette and use a different shrub along Via Real. 

 

VOTE  5-0 

 

Residential Landscape Plans 

 

Boardmember Nomura praised the residential landscape plan.  He commented that the torrey pine would 

be the best type of pine versus any other type of pine.  He expressed concern over the maintenance for 

the very densely planted 30-foot northern buffer area.  He thought that the use of lawn in the northeast 

corner of the site was appropriate; and that it made a nice seating area with the proposed benches and 

surrounding shrub plantings.  This design was much preferred by all Boardmembers as opposed to the 
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previous proposal for a rose garden in this location.  Boardmember Nomura commented that perhaps 

some of the shrub types used in this location could be used instead of the oleander proposed along Via 

Real. 

 

ACTION:  Motion by Boardmember Nomura, seconded by Boardmember Johnson, to recommend: 

 

 Plans to show meandering water district maintenance easement through 30-foot buffer area. 

 

VOTE  5-0 

 

Common Open Space/Tot Lot/BBQ Area 

 

Boardmember Nomura questioned the use of eucalyptus trees in the common area and suggested that 

perhaps they could be substituted with a different tree.  Boardmember Ellinwood agreed.  He also 

suggested that the BBQ trellis detail be reviewed for structural integrity.  The Board also discussed the 

use of the Chinese Elm Tree as a street tree.  The applicant responded that perhaps another tree could be 

used instead of the eucalyptus, but that the Chinese Elm Tree was appropriate in the proposed location 

and complemented the street tree palette. 

 

ACTION:  Motion by Boardmember Nomura, seconded by Boardmember Ellinwood, to recommend 

 

 Consider a different tree other than the eucalyptus for the open space area. 

 Review structural details for the trellis. 

 

VOTE  5-0 

 

Monument Sign and Mailboxes 

 

The Board discussed the proposed monument sign at the entrance to the residential development from 

Via Real.  The location of the sign may need to change to respond to the property boundary with the 2.5-

acre Open Space Lot.  However, the Board continued with its review of the aesthetics of the sign and 

found it a nice complement to the stone columns proposed for the vehicular bridge.  The 12‖ letters and 

color/font were also found to be attractive and suitable to the proposed sign size and design.  However, 

the Board did suggest that perhaps the sign should be a bit wider, so that there is more space on the ends 

of the word ―LAGUNITAS‖ and also suggested that an uplight be used to subtly illuminate the sign. 

 

The Board also reviewed the group mailbox and trellis.  Boardmember Araluce suggested that the trellis 

and base be extended so that the posts are outside of the boxes, allowing for the full mailbox structure to 

be enclosed within the expanse of the trellis.  Lighting for the mailboxes was also discussed. 

 

ACTION:  Motion by Boardmember Araluce, seconded by Boardmember Nomura, to recommend 

 

 Make the monument sign wider, and provide lighting details. 

 Confirm location of monument sign. 

 Make the trellis over the mailboxes wider, and provide lighting details. 

 

VOTE  5-0 
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Condominium Landscape 

 

The applicant presented the landscape plan for the condominium units, highlighting where vines had 

been added to the garage trellises as requested by the ARB at the prior review.  Also, olive trees were 

added in the alleys where enough light and space were available.  Some of the lawn areas were reduced 

in size to accommodate retaining walls; rosemary was added.  Oaks are proposed along the western 

boundary abutting Bega; these trees complement the oaks and other trees planted on the east side of 

Bega’s two warehouse buildings.  Taller shrubs are also used to screen the retaining wall along the 

northern portion of the western boundary. 

 

Boardmember Nomura commented that the landscaping looks very good, but the trees could be slow 

growing due to the amount of shade.  He suggested that perhaps trees with a less dense canopy could be 

used to allow more light to filter down to the shrubs and groundcovers.  Boardmember Reginato 

questioned the use of English ivy in the context of all the other native species.  Boardmember Nomura 

concurred that this plant could be swapped out for something more native. 

 

ACTION:  Motion by Boardmember Nomura, seconded by Boardmember Johnson, to recommend: 

 

 Consider using trees with a less dense canopy. 

 Consider a substitute plant in place of the proposed English ivy. 
 

VOTE  5-0 

 

Lighting Plan 

 

Boardmember Ellinwood commented that the fixtures and the copper poles were very handsome, but that 

the wattages on the tree uplights were too high and needed to be reduced.  The Teka fixtures were found 

to be very attractive by all Boardmembers.  However, some of the street light fixtures were thought to be 

too close to trees and locations needed to be coordinated with the landscape plan, particularly the street 

tree planting plan.  Boardmember Nomura suggested that additional bollard lights be used to light the 

sidewalk near Via Real and near the sidewalk attached to the vehicle bridge. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Don Bensen asked why there needed to be any street lights at all. 

 

ACTION:  Motion by Boardmember Araluce, seconded by Boardmember Nomura, to recommend: 

 

 Reduce wattage on tree uplights. 

 Coordinate street tree plan with street lighting plan. 

 Consider additional bollard lights at Via Real and near the sidewalk on the vehicle bridge. 
 

VOTE  5-0 

 

Continuance 

 

ACTION:  Motion by Boardmember Ellinwood, seconded by Boardmember Nomura, to continue the 

landscape review to the ARB meeting of July 14, 2011. 

 

VOTE  5-0                                                   ------------------------------------------- 
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OTHER BUSINESS:  None 

CONSENT CALENDAR: 

Action Minutes of the Architectural Review Board meeting held May 26, 2011. 

 

ACTION:  Motion by Boardmember Johnson, seconded by Boardmember Reginato to approve the 

Action Minutes of May 26, 2011 as presented. 

 

VOTE: 3-0  (Araluce and Nomura abstain) 

MATTERS REFERRED BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION/CITY COUNCIL – None 

MATTERS PRESENTED BY STAFF/ARB 

Staff indicated that the Albertsons’ tower sign storypoles would be raised on June 24
th

.  The well 

attended Tomol Play Area ribbon cutting ceremony was also discussed. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Chair Reginato adjourned the meeting at 7:30 p.m. to the next regularly scheduled meeting to be 

held at 5:30 pm on Thursday, June 30, 2011 in City Council Chambers.  All Boardmembers 

indicated they would be in attendance. 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Secretary, Architectural Review Board 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Chair, Architectural Review Board 

 


