
MINUTES, PLANNING COMMISSION 
CITY OF CARPINTERIA 
CARPINTERIA, CALIFORNIA 

June 1, 2009 
Regular Meeting 
Council Chamber 
5:30 p.m. 

 

 

 
CALL TO ORDER and ROLL CALL 
Chair La Fevers called the meeting to order at 5:34 p.m. 
 
Commissioners Present:   Commissioners Absent: 
David Allen, Vice-Chair  Jane L. Benefield 
John Callender 
Glenn La Fevers, Chair 
John Moyer 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
& ROLL CALL 
 

OTHERS PRESENT 
Jackie Campbell, Community Development Director 
Shanna Farley, Assistant Planner 
Steve Goggia, Senior Planner 
Approximately 15 interested persons 
 

OTHERS PRESENT

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Chair La Fevers called for the flag salute. 
 

PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE 

INTRODUCTIONS, PRESENTATIONS, ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Community Development Director Jackie Campbell announced that a 
brochure was distributed to the Commissioners regarding seminars offered 
through UCLA Extension’s Planning Commissioners Training Program. 
 
Commissioner Moyer spoke about the topics covered at a planning 
commissioner training seminar he attended in April. 
 

INTRODUCTIONS, 
PRESENTATIONS, 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

a. Minutes of the regular Planning Commission meeting held April 6, 
2009. 

 
MOTION 
Upon a motion by Commissioner Allen, seconded by Commissioner 
Callender, the Planning Commission voted 4 - 0 to approve the minutes of 
the regular Planning Commission meeting held on April 6, 2009. 
 

CONSENT  
CALENDAR 
 
 
 
MOTION 
 
 
 

PRESENTATIONS BY CITIZENS – None 
 

PRESENTATIONS 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 

a. Main Family Resource Center Compliance Report 
 

The Planning Commission will receive a report regarding 
compliance of the Main Family Resource Center with conditions of 
approval of Development Plan/Coastal Development Permit 08-
1445. 
 

Community Development Director Jackie Campbell presented the staff 
report.  She reviewed conditions related to parking, hours of operation and 
evening events, and discussed measures the that had been taken to ensure 
compliance.  She noted the City had not received any formal complaints 
from neighbors. 
 
Vishna Herrity, Executive Director of Main Family Resource Center 
(MFRC), spoke about the Center’s mission, the socioeconomic 
disadvantages of its clientele, and its goals and strategies.  She listed the 
various organizations involved in the collaborative.  She discussed 
interior/exterior improvements that have been completed, as well as ideas 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VISHNA HERRITY 
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that are under development, such as a community garden.  She asked the 
Commission if the Center could hold a grand opening on Saturday, 
September 19th and if a food distribution program could be operated out of 
the auditorium one day per month. 
 
David Boyd, member of All Saints by the Sea Episcopal Church in Santa 
Barbara, said his organization wants to partner with MFRC in starting a 
food bank this summer. 
 
Elizabeth Torres, with Sue Chaides serving as translator, spoke about how 
the program had changed her family’s life.  She said her family received 
education about eating habits which enabled them to go off of medication.  
She said she is proud to be a part of the group and can educate others with 
knowledge she gains. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Moyer whether there was 
enough room for a community garden, Dr. Herrity stated that there is a 
large open area that has been utilized by Carpinteria Middle School in the 
past. 
 
Chair La Fevers thanked Dr. Herrity and said she has the Commission’s 
support as long as the Center remains in compliance with the conditions.  
He asked that the Planning Commission be kept informed of the Center’s 
compliance status through the Director’s Report on future agendas. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Manuel Valle, 832 Walnut Avenue, said he and the neighbors had 
documented over 14 meetings occurring after 5:30 p.m.  He expressed 
concern whether the Center could provide enough parking for all of the 
programs they have planned.  He noted there is already a food bank up the 
street and one at St. Joseph’s Church and said the MFRC is not a good 
location for one. 
 
Mr. Valle read a letter written by Graham Tuck of 5280 Eighth Street with 
the following comments:  The MFRC has been a great neighbor and he 
hopes it stays that way.  His e-mail requests to the Hutton Foundation to be 
a representative have been ignored.  The Center is one for early childhood 
education and should not be used as a political office. 
 
Community Development Director Jackie Campbell responded to the 
comment from Mr. Valle about the number of evening meetings.  She said 
the condition allows for 40 night meetings per year and the school has 25 
scheduled, with 13 already having occurred. 
 
The Commissioners made comments in support of the MFRC. 
 
Community Development Director Jackie Campbell noted if an activity is 
proposed that is outside of the project description or facility’s intent that its 
permit would need modification and approval by the Planning Commission. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
DAVID BOYD 
 
 
 
ELIZABETH 
TORRES 
 
 
 
 
VISHNA HERRITY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MANUEL VALLE 
 
 
 
 
 
MANUEL VALLE 
FOR GRAHAM 
TUCK 
 

b. Conditional Use Permits Compliance Report Update 
 
Assistant Planner Shanna Farley presented a report regarding compliance of 
various Conditional Use Permits throughout the City and discussed how 
permits out of compliance were being addressed.  After her presentation, 
the Reality Church Conditional Use Permit was discussed given that there 
have been compliance issues related to the number of seats and hours of 
operation at the church.  Community Development Director Jackie 
Campbell explained that this did not raise safety concerns as the 

CUP 
COMPLIANCE 
REPORT UPDATE 
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Carpinteria-Summerland Fire District staff had confirmed that all exiting 
and building occupancy requirements were met. 
 
Britt Merrick, lead pastor of Reality Church, spoke about how the 
community’s demand had outstripped his church’s ability to serve the need.  
He said the church is exploring options to stay in compliance, such as 
opening a new location in Ventura and encouraging alternative 
transportation.  He pointed out that his church provides fiscal benefits to 
Carpinteria.  He said he intends to comply with permit conditions and that 
they will continue to work with City staff. 
 

 
 
BRETT MERRICK 
 
 
 
 

a. Staats Reconstruction – Project No. 07-1395-DPM/CUPM/CDP 
Planner:  Steve Goggia 

 
Hearing on the request of Barry Horwitz, agent for Steve Staats, to 
consider Case No. 07-1395-DPM/CUPM/CDP [application filed 
May 15, 2009] for review of a Development Plan Modification, 
Conditional Use Permit Modification and Coastal Development 
Permit to allow a 960 square foot single story residence to be 
reconstructed on site under the provisions of the Planned 
Residential Development (PRD-20) Zone District; and to accept the 
Exemption pursuant to §15301(d) and 15303(a) of the Guidelines 
for Implementation of the California Environmental Quality Act.  
Approximately 60 square feet of the reconstructed residence would 
encroach into the front yard setback, necessitating a Conditional 
Use Permit pursuant to Section 14.82.061 of the Zone Code:  
Nonconformance of residential uses as to yards.  The application 
involves APN 003-305-011, addressed as 4822 Fifth Street. 

 
Senior Planner Steve Goggia presented the staff report.  He explained that 
while the residence was undergoing a remodel the owner discovered that it 
needed to be rebuilt due to rotted framing.  He said new construction would 
necessitate a Development Plan Modification and Coastal Development 
Permit, as well as a Conditional Use Permit due to a 60 square foot portion 
of the existing house encroaching into the front yard setback.  He said staff 
was recommending approval of the project as presented. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING OPENED 
Chair La Fevers opened the public hearing at 7:17 p.m. 
 
Steve Staats, owner, said he ran into a problem while conducting repairs 
and got overzealous.  He said his goal is to make a nice house and he hopes 
he can get a CUP to build it back as it was. 
 
Jeanine Staats, owner, said it wouldn’t be safe to put a new roof on old 
framing.  She said they really do not want to cut off the front corner 
because the house is very small. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED 
Chair La Fevers closed the public hearing at 7:21 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Allen said he is in support of staff’s recommendation. 
 
Commissioner Callender concurred with Commissioner Allen, and said it 
seems reasonable to issue a CUP for the minor setback encroachment. 
 
Commissioner Moyer agreed with the other Commissioners’ comments.  
He said the decision sends a message to neighbors that they should go 
forward and update their rental properties. 
 

07-1395-
DPM/CUPM/CDP 
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STEVE STAATS 
 
 
 
JEANINE STAATS 
 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
CLOSED 
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Chair La Fevers noted the Commission’s unanimous support and said he 
concurred with the other Commissioners. 
 
MOTION 
Commissioner Callender moved and Commissioner Moyer seconded to 
approve the resolution as outlined in the staff report.  The motion was 
approved 4 - 0. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
MOTION 

CONSIDERATION OF ANY ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT 
CALENDAR AND/OR ANY OTHER AGENDA ITEM REQUESTED 
TO BE ADVANCED – None 
 

 

MATTERS PRESENTED BY COMMISSIONERS 
 
Commissioner Allen stated he would be absent for the July and August 
meetings.  He added that seal watch volunteer season ended and 
commented there had been 27,000 visitors in 19 weeks. 
 

MATTERS 
PRESENTED 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

a. Distributed Information 
 

i. Action Minutes of the Architectural Review Board 
meetings of March 26, 2009, April 16, 2009, April 
30, 2009 and May 14, 2009. 

 
ii. City calendar for the month of June 2009 

 
iii. Community Development Project Status Report as of 

May 28, 2009. 
 

iv. Construction Permit Report as of May 28, 2009 
 

v. Memo regarding Ethics Training for Municipal 
Officials and Employees 

 
Community Development Director Jackie Campbell reviewed the 
distributed materials.  Regarding the ethics training workshop, she said a 
date and time would be provided to the Commissioners soon. 
 

DIRECTOR’S 
REPORT 

ADJOURNMENT – 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
                                                            ___________________________ 
                                                            Secretary, Planning Commission 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
Chair, Planning Commission 

ADJOURNMENT 

 
 


