
MINUTES, PLANNING COMMISSION 

CITY OF CARPINTERIA 

CARPINTERIA, CALIFORNIA 

April 2, 2012 

Regular Meeting 

Council Chamber 

5:30 P.M. 
 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER and ROLL CALL 

Chair La Fevers called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m. 

 

Commissioners Present: 

David Allen, Vice-Chair 

Jane L. Benefield 

John Callender 

Glenn La Fevers, Chair 

John Moyer 

CALL TO ORDER & 

ROLL CALL 

 

OTHERS PRESENT 

Nick Bobroff, Planner 

Beth Collins-Burgard, Deputy City Attorney 

Jackie Campbell, Community Development Director 

Shanna Farley, Assistant Planner 

Approximately 12 interested persons 

OTHERS PRESENT 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - Chair La Fevers called for the flag salute. PLEDGE OF 

ALLEGIANCE 

INTRODUCTIONS, PRESENTATIONS, ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Community Development Director Jackie Campbell announced that a mural 

dedication sponsored by Carpinteria Beautiful will take place at Wullbrandt 

Way this Friday at 4:00 p.m.  She also reported that the Draft EIR for the 

South Coast HOV Lane Project between Hot Springs Road and Carpinteria 

Creek will be presented at public hearings on Wednesday, April 25
th

 at 5:00 

p.m. at Carpinteria High School and Tuesday, April 24
th

 at 5:00 p.m. at the 

Montecito Country Club.  Lastly, she said that the City, in conjunction with 

an Urban Planning Studio class at Cal Poly, will be holding two workshops 

regarding Downtown Visioning on Wednesday, April 11
th

 and Monday, 

April 30
th

 at Canalino School. 

INTRODUCTIONS, 

PRESENTATIONS, 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRESENTATIONS BY CITIZENS – None PRESENTATIONS 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

 Minutes of the regular Planning Commission meeting held March 5, 

2012. 

Commissioner Moyer asked for an edit to correct his name under 

Commissioners Present. 

MOTION 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Moyer, seconded by Commissioner Allen, 

the Planning Commission voted 4-1 (Benefield abstained) to approve the 

minutes of the regular Planning Commission meeting held on March 5, 

2012. 

CONSENT  

CALENDAR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTION 

 

 

NEW PUBLIC HEARING 

Project #11-1607-CDP/VAR   Planner:  Nick Bobroff 

Hearing on the request of Don Swann, agent for Amy and Eric Maulhardt, 

to consider Case No. 11-1607-CDP/VAR (application filed December 9, 

2011) for a Coastal Development Permit to allow demolition of an existing 

single family residence and construction of a new 2,960 square foot single 

family residence and attached 553 square foot two-car garage and a 

Variance from the side setback requirements under the provisions of the 20-

R-1 Single Family Residential Zone District to allow for a minimum side 

setback of 12 feet instead of the required 20-foot setback; and to accept the 

Exemption pursuant to §15301, 15303 and 15305 of the State Guidelines 

for Implementation of the California Environmental Quality Act.  The 

application involves APN 003-333-009 located at 5481 Calle Ocho. 

 

Planner Nick Bobroff presented the staff report.  He described the project 

NEW PUBLIC 

HEARING 
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and its setting, and provided project history and an analysis.  He said staff 

was recommending approval as presented.  The Commissioners asked 

questions and he provided details about the project. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING OPENED 

Chair La Fevers opened the public hearing at 6:08 p.m. 

 

Don Swann, designer and agent for the Maulhardts, commended Mr. 

Bobroff for his report. 

 

Andrea Morden, representing the Carpinteria Creeks Committee, said the 

project’s revisions look good but expressed concern about the driveway.  

She said cars leak fluids that will wash directly into the creek but if 

permeable pavers are used, fluids will go down into the ground. 

 

In response, Don Swann explained that the underlayment for pavers is so 

compacted that it is almost impossible for anything to permeate through.  

He said his own driveway has 11 inches of compaction that is like a rock. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED 

Chair La Fevers closed the public hearing at 6:12 p.m. 

 

Upon request for information about the permeability of pavers, Mr. Bobroff 

explained that it is an evolving technology, and it has proven difficult to 

construct them in a way to support vehicle traffic and allow permeability. 

 

Commissioner Allen commented that the pavers at his home have resulted 

in less sheet flow to the street. 

 

Chair La Fevers said he is in support of the project as presented and 

supports the variance, noting that the lot is unique in its configuration. 

 

Commissioner Moyer expressed support, as well, noting that the variance is 

called for due to the width of the lot. 

 

Commissioner Benefield said the project is excellent and she is inclined to 

support it as it is. 

 

Commissioner Callender agreed with the other Commissioners’ comments 

and said he sides with the applicant with respect to the pavers. 

 

Commissioner Allen agreed with the other Commissioners.  He suggested a 

review of the lot’s topography to see if sheet flow to the street could be 

eliminated. 

 

MOTION 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Benefield, seconded by Commissioner 

Allen, the Planning Commission voted 5-0 to approve Project 11-1607-

CDP/VAR. 

Project # 12-1615-CUPR/CDP  Planner:  Shanna F. Farley 

Hearing on the request of the Carpinteria Boys and Girls Club to consider 

Case No. 12-1615-CUPR/CDP (application filed January 27, 2012) for a 

Revised Conditional Use Permit and a Coastal Development Permit to 

allow private rental of the facility for events and to modify exterior lighting 

under the provisions of the Planned Residential Development Zone District; 

and to and to accept the exemption pursuant to §15323 and 15332 of the 

State Guidelines for the implementation of the California Environmental 

Quality Act (CEQA).  The application involves APN 004-006-001 located 

at 4849 Foothill Road. 
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Assistant Planner Shanna Farley presented the staff report.  She provided a 

site description, an aerial view and described the facility’s permit and 

licensing history.  She provided details about the facility’s lighting, parking, 

and noise issues and reviewed the Conditions of Approval recommended by 

staff with respect to the issues.  She said staff was recommending approval 

of the permit as conditioned.  She answered commissioners’ questions. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING OPENED 

Chair La Fevers opened the public hearing at 6:42 p.m. 

 

Rich Medel, Executive Director of the Boys and Girls Club, said the 

organization has been renting out the facility for private events for 35 years.  

He described himself as a team player with the neighborhood over the 

years.  He said they are strict with applicants and described site operating 

procedures.  He said they will do what it takes to make everybody happy.  

He questioned whether other organizations have to notify neighbors of 

events. 

 

Alex Pulido, a resident since 1971 and former member of the Carpinteria 

School Board, expressed concern that clubs around Carpinteria will not be 

able to make the extra money they need, especially with the difficult 

economy.  He said there are few places in Carpinteria where social 

activities can be held and surrounding homeowners should have considered 

the noise issue when they moved there. 

 

Bernardino Martinez, 1555 Meadow Circle, said he lives directly behind the 

Boys Club and has no trouble with the noise, even when the facility’s doors 

are open. 

 

Sally Greene, 4951 Foothill Road, said she purchased her home in 1992 and 

was fully aware the club was there before her house was built.  She said the 

high school makes no noise but they are affected by the noise of the Boys 

and Girls Club.  She questioned at what time the Girls, Inc. functions shut 

down.  She said four lights were installed in the front of the facility around 

15 years ago and they literally shine into her house, and the noise from the 

outdoor patio is very loud.  She said she supports their activities but 

requests that they be a better neighbor. 

 

Kathy Abney, 4953 Foothill Road, said she moved into her home ten years 

ago last month.  She said she supported the Boys and Girls Club and was 

prepared for kid noise, but was unprepared for the level of activity that 

takes place at night and on weekends.  She had previously asked to speak to 

their board of directors but was told she was not welcome, and she mailed a 

letter to the parent organization but never heard back.  She asked to see the 

original agreement and recently learned weekend events are not allowed by 

the City permit.  She spoke about an incident where a loud generator was 

placed near her home rather than on the other side of the property where no 

residences are located.  She recounted another occasion when a child 

accused her of trying to shut down the Boys and Girls Club.  She reiterated 

her support for the organization and asked for common courtesy. 

 

Richard Abney, 4953 Foothill Road, thanked the Commission for its 

consideration of this permit request.  He said the Boys and Girls Club is not 

a good neighbor.  He described the patio as an ampitheater, with the noise 

coming straight to his house.  He asked to be notified of events so they can 

schedule their lives around them.  He complained there is no staff on-site to 

enforce closing doors during evening and weekend events. 

 

Louise Cruz, President of the Boys and Girls Club of Carpinteria, said she 



MINUTES, PLANNING COMMISSION April 2, 2012 

Regular Meeting 

Page 4. 
 

 

has managed events in Carpinteria for the past 16 years.  She said the side 

patio is not rented anymore and the problems related to the generator will 

be addressed for future events.  She spoke about how the club is used by the 

members’ families.  She pointed out there have been no issues with the 

sheriff and said they keep the sounds low.  She said the rental agreements 

are strict.  She noted the club is affordable to people. 

 

Dan Cordero, 6180 Via Real, former president of the Boys and Girls Club, 

spoke about how the facility’s foundation was dug by members of the 

community and how it was surrounded by lemon orchards at that time.  He 

said everybody gets upset about something and being neighbors is a two-

way street.  He said the outdoor lights are needed for security because there 

is a main thoroughfare there.  He said everybody uses the facility for 

fundraisers and it is an asset to the community. 

 

Kathy Abney said they had been advised to call law enforcement when 

there were problems.  She noted they tried to have a dialogue but couldn’t 

get one going, which is why she was there. 

 

Jerry Estrada, former board member of the Boys and Girls Club, said it isn’t 

just about raising funds but about relationships with the community.  He 

said we must move forward and both sides must focus on the requirements 

set by staff. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED 

Chair La Fevers closed the public hearing at 7:27 p.m. 

 

The Commissioners offered input about the permit conditions, with 

Commissioner Allen suggesting that if the patio is no longer being rented 

that there be a condition that it has been eliminated from future events. 

 

Commissioner Callender said the changes to the CUP are good and agreed 

that the patio not being rented should be specified.  He said he would like 

more specificity in some of the conditions.  He expressed concern that if the 

situation worsened that it would be hard to get the ear of Boys and Girls 

Club staff. 

 

Commissioner Benefield stated that the Boys and Girls Club does a great 

job and is an asset to the community but the community includes their 

neighbors.  She said things change and she doesn’t buy the argument that 

the Boys and Girls Club was there when the homes were purchased and 

therefore those individuals should not have concerns.  She made the 

following suggestions:  address the exterior lights and elimination of the 

patio rental; notify neighbors of late night events; return to the Planning 

Commission for a review in one year and again in three years to see if 

problems have been alleviated as was done for Main School; generator 

issue should be resolved due to no activity in patio; and state that the doors 

will be kept closed during noise generating events. 

 

Assistant Planner Shanna Farley clarified that condition 41 requires an 

annual review. 

 

Commissioner Moyer said staff did a wonderful job and all issues are 

addressed.  He said the yearly review is good, and Mr. Medel is willing to 

go the extra mile for the neighbors.  He expressed support. 

 

Commissioner Allen agreed that staff did a good job.  He suggested more 

specificity on the maximum time at which exterior lights go out and said 

even with shielded lights there is no need for them to be on all night.  In 
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addition, he suggested a means for outside people to contact a person when 

noise issues are a problem during evening and/or weekend events. 

 

Chair La Fevers reviewed the revisions, and with respect to the patio, Mr. 

Medel said there was no problem with eliminating its use.  About the 

lighting being on timers, Mr. Medel said he was okay with that. 

 

Commissioner Moyer suggested specifying the type of lights that will be 

used and commented that the neighbors might find them to be a benefit.  He 

suggested reviewing the lighting in a year, noting that lights are a big issue 

in any new project. 

 

Assistant Planner Shanna Farley went on to answer questions to staff.  She 

clarified that condition 14 will include a notification process with a 

designated contact person for any outdoor events.  She said lighting and 

parking concerns could be addressed at the annual review. 

 

Chair La Fevers questioned whether outdoor events should be eliminated 

completely.  Discussion with Mr. Medel followed, and it was agreed that 

amplified sound is the issue with the patio. 

 

Community Development Director Jackie Campbell noted that outdoor 

activities such as carwashes will be limited to five per year. 

 

Chair La Fevers suggested a condition be added that a contact person be 

designated during events, and that a condition be included addressing an 

automatic shut-off system for the exterior lights. 

 

Community Development Director Jackie Campbell said condition 8 can be 

modified to state that light spillover will be dimmed due to shielding.  She 

also suggested a requirement for dimming the shielded lights. 

 

Chair La Fevers said if there are problems related to the lights, they can be 

discussed at the annual review.  He also asked for clarification about a 22-

event maximum for all private events, including the two late-night ones. 

 

Community Development Director Jackie Campbell reviewed the 

modifications to the conditions, giving a summary of the potential changes. 

 

The Commission asked for clarity that the contact phone number provided 

for a specific event result in an individual calling being able to reach a 

person with the Boys and Girls Club who has the authority to address the 

concern. 

 

MOTION 

Commissioner Allen moved and Commissioner Benefield seconded that the 

Planning Commission adopt the resolution, thereby approving Project 12-

1615-CUPR/CDP with the amendments to the conditions as discussed.  

Motion was passed 5-0. 

MATTERS PRESENTED BY COMMISSIONERS 

 

Commissioner Benefield said she would not be present for the upcoming 

May and June meetings due to health reasons. 

 

Commissioner Moyer said he has been attending DRT meetings for the 

Linden Avenue and Casitas Pass Road Interchanges Project and asked the 

public to please attend to offer input.  The meetings take place on the third 

Wednesday of each month at Canalino School, with the next one scheduled 

for April 18
th

.  Meetings begin at 5:30 p.m. 

MATTERS 

PRESENTED 
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Commissioner Allen said he might be absent for the meetings in July and 

August due to vacation plans. 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

a. Distributed Information 

i. Action Minutes of the Architectural Review Board meeting of 

February 16, 2012. 

ii. City calendar for the month of April 2012 

iii. Community Development Project Status Report as of March 30, 

2012. 

iv. Construction Permit Report as of March 30, 2012 

 

Community Development Director Jackie Campbell reviewed the 

distributed information.  She added that she received a memo from City 

Attorney Peter Brown addressed to the Planning Commission about 

AB1234, Ethics Training for Public Officials.  The training is required, 

needs to be completed by June 30
th

 and can be done online at no cost. 

 

She also announced that a permit denial for a deck expansion on the beach 

was upheld by the Court of Appeals.  The ruling, known as the Jamieson 

Decision, will be published and gives the City good standing in dealing 

with future requests. 

 

She reviewed upcoming items that will take place on the May and June 

Planning Commission agendas, noting that a presentation by Cal Poly 

students will take place on June 4
th

 regarding Downtown Visioning. 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

ADJOURNMENT – 8:17 p.m. 

 

 

 

                                                            ___________________________ 

                                                            Secretary, Planning Commission 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

___________________________ 

Chair, Planning Commission 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

 


