
MINUTES, PLANNING COMMISSION 
CITY OF CARPINTERIA 
CARPINTERIA, CALIFORNIA 

July 6, 2009 
Regular Meeting 
Council Chamber 
5:30 P.M. 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER and ROLL CALL 
Chair La Fevers called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m. 

Commissioners Present 
David Allen, Vice-Chair 
Jane L. Benefield 
John Callender 
Glenn La Fevers, Chair 
John Moyer 

CALL TO ORDER & 
ROLL CALL 
 

OTHERS PRESENT 
Alexandra Barnhill, Deputy City Attorney 
Jackie Campbell, Community Development Director 
Steve Goggia, Senior Planner 
Approximately three interested persons 

OTHERS PRESENT 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - Chair La Fevers called for the flag salute. PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE 

INTRODUCTIONS, PRESENTATIONS, ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Community Development Director Jackie Campbell provided information the 
Planning Commissioners Training offered through UCLA Extension’s Public 
Policy Program.  She said an upcoming session will take place on July 16th and 
asked the Commissioners to notify her if they are interested in attending. 

INTRODUCTIONS, 
PRESENTATIONS, 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
a. Minutes of the regular Planning Commission meeting held June 1, 2009. 
b. Minutes of the Planning Commission meeting held June 15, 2009. 

 
MOTIONS 
Upon a motion by Commissioner Allen, seconded by Commissioner Callender, 
the Planning Commission voted 4-0-1 (Benefield abstained) to approve the 
minutes of the regular Planning Commission meeting held on June 1, 2009. 
 
Upon a motion by Commissioner Callender, seconded by Commissioner Moyer, 
the Planning Commission voted 4-0-1 (Allen abstained) to approve the minutes of 
the Special Planning Commission meeting held June 15, 2009. 

CONSENT  
CALENDAR 
 
 
 
MOTIONS 
 
 
 

PRESENTATIONS BY CITIZENS – None PRESENTATIONS  
NEW PUBLIC HEARING 

a. Powell Electric   Planner:  Steve Goggia 
Project No. 09-1507-DP/CDP 

Hearing on the request of Andy Powell to consider Case No. 09-1507-
DP/CDP [application filed June 1, 2009] for approval of a Development 
Plan and Coastal Development Permit under the provisions of the 
Commercial Planned Development (CPD/R) Zone District, to allow a 
change of use of the property from residential to commercial office 
(Powell Electric) and associated site improvements (i.e., landscaping, 
fencing, driveway, off street parking/storage and painting) and to accept 
the exemption pursuant to §15301 of the State Guidelines for 
Implementation of the California Environmental Quality Act. The 
application involves APN 003-213-010, located at 4415 Carpinteria 
Avenue. 
 

DISCLOSURE OF EX PARTE COMMUNICATIONS – Chair La Fevers recused 
himself due to a conflict of interest and turned the meeting over to Vice-Chair 
Allen.  Vice-Chair Allen and Commissioners Benefield and Moyer disclosed that 
they visited the site. 

 
Senior Planner Steve Goggia presented the staff report.  He provided a project 
description and information about the project setting.  He noted that the proposed 
development is consistent with the Zone Code with respect to parking and other 
standards.  He said staff was recommending that the Commission adopt the 

NEW PUBLIC 
HEARING 
 
09-1507-DP/CDP 
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findings and Conditions of Approval included in the staff report. 
 
Commissioner Callender asked if converting the existing residence to a 
commercial use affects regional housing needs.  Community Development 
Director Jackie Campbell answered that the City keeps track of the reduction in 
housing units and reports them to the State Department of Housing and 
Community Development (HCD), but because the home is not an affordable 
housing unit, the Regional Housing Needs Assessment numbers are not affected. 
 
Senior Planner Steve Goggia answered questions about the project, explaining 
that a decomposed granite area is available for vehicles to park outside of the 
gated rear parking lot. He said the property slopes toward the back but will be 
required to provide for positive drainage of surface water to Carpinteria Avenue 
should the owner return with any major changes to the site.  He clarified that the 
business will be an auxiliary office and not a fabrication shop. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING OPENED 
Vice-Chair Allen opened the public hearing at 5:53 p.m. 
 
Larry Powell, speaking on behalf of his brother Andy Powell and Powell Electric, 
explained that most employees take their trucks home at night and only two 
employees would use the parking in the rear of the property on a regular basis 
during business hours.  He said the decomposed granite parking area will be used 
only under certain circumstances and they do not plan to have trucks permanently 
parked in the rear of the property. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED 
Vice-Chair Allen closed the public hearing 5:55 p.m. 
 
MOTION 
Upon a motion by Commissioner Callender, seconded by Commissioner Moyer, 
the Commission voted 4-0 (La Fevers recused) to approve project 09-1507-
DP/CDP to allow the change of the use of the property from residential to 
commercial and the associated site improvements, and to adopt the findings and 
Conditions of Approval as set forth in the staff report. 
 
Chair La Fevers rejoined the meeting. 

 
b. Heath Residences   Planner:  Steve Goggia 

Project No. 09-1489-DP/CDP 

Hearing on the request of Carl Schneider agent for Bill Heath to consider 
Case No. 09-1489-DP/CDP [application filed February 9, 2009] for 
approval of a Development Plan and Coastal Development Permit under 
the provisions of the Planned Residential Development (PRD-20) Zone 
District, to develop two new single-family dwellings on a vacant lot and to 
accept the exemption pursuant to §15303 of the State Guidelines for 
Implementation of the California Environmental Quality Act.  The 
application involves APN 003-481-014, located at 190 Holly Avenue. 

 
Senior Planner Steve Goggia stated that the applicant requested a continuance.  
He noted the applicant has been working with the County Flood Control District, 
owner of an easement on the property, and site plan changes may take place 
giving the applicant an opportunity to expand the lower floor of the building. 
 
MOTION 
Commissioner Allen moved and Commissioner Moyer seconded that the item be 
continued to the meeting of September 8, 2009.  The motion was approved 5-0. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
OPENED 
 
 
LARRY POWELL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
CLOSED 
 
 
MOTION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
09-1489-DP/CDP 
 
 
 

OTHER BUSINESS - None OTHER BUSINESS 
CONSIDERATION OF ANY ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT  
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CALENDAR AND/OR ANY OTHER AGENDA ITEM REQUESTED TO 
BE ADVANCED – None 
MATTERS PRESENTED BY COMMISSIONERS 
Commissioner Benefield stated that she received complaints about the project on 
Dorrance Way and noted that the first floor is about two-thirds of the way up as 
compared to the house next to it.  She commented that it looks out of place. 
 
Community Development Director Jackie Campbell stated that the residence, 
known as the Bouté residence, meets the minimum requirement for base flood 
elevation as required by the City.  She said there is going to be a pattern of new 
structures raised higher than existing structures but pointed out that as the project 
proceeds through construction there may be a change in appearance due to fill 
being added and landscaping.  She said she would ask the Building Inspector to 
confirm the height of the foundation. 
 
Commissioner Allen asked about the status and potential uses of the land on the 
northwest corner of Bailard and Carpinteria Avenues.  Community Development 
Director Campbell said the land belongs to Caltrans and the Carpinteria Sanitary 
District intends to relocate a sewer line from the bluffs onto Carpinteria Avenue, 
part of which will be on the subject property.  She explained that adding a lane to 
Highway 101 through this area will not directly affect the property as the lane will 
be added in the existing median. 

MATTERS 
PRESENTED BY 
COMMISSIONERS 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Distributed Information 

i. Action Minutes of the Architectural Review Board meetings of May 
28, 2009, June 11, 2009 and June 25, 2009 

ii. City calendar for the month of July 2009 
iii. Community Development Project Status Report as of June 30, 2009 
iv. Construction Permit Report as of June 30, 2009 

Community Development Director Jackie Campbell provided an update on the 
status of Conditional Use Permits that were found to be out of compliance during 
the annual CUP review.  She invited all to attend Mobile Home Park Rent 
Stabilization Training taking place on July 7th at 2:00 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers.  She discussed major projects coming up, such as a conceptual review 
for People’s Self-Help Housing’s Casas de las Flores project to be located at the 
Camper Park on Via Real; and the expansion of Albertsons into the former Rite 
Aid location in Casitas Plaza. 
 
Commissioner Allen stated that he would be unable to attend the August meeting. 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

ADJOURNMENT – 6:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
                                                            ___________________________ 
                                                            Secretary, Planning Commission 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
Chair, Planning Commission 

ADJOURNMENT 

 


