
CITY OF CARPINTERIA     ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 

5775 Carpinteria Avenue     Meeting Date:  November 14, 2013 

Carpinteria California 93013 

 ACTION MINUTES  

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Richard Johnson, Chair. 

ROLL CALL 

Boardmembers present:  Bill Araluce 

                                           Richard Johnson  

                                           Jim Reginato 

                                           Scott Ellinwood 

                                           Rachelle Gahan 

 

Boardmembers absent:    

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Approximately 14 interested persons 

PRESENTATIONS BY CITIZENS: None 

PROJECT REVIEW 

1) Applicant:  William Araluce, AIA, agent/architect  Planner:  Nick Bobroff 

                   for the Dorrance Way Group, LLC 

Project Number:  11-1586-DP/CDP 

Project Location:  4765 Dorrance Way 

Zoning:  Planned Residential Development (PRD-20) 

 

Hearing on the request of William Araluce, AIA, agent/architect for the Dorrance Way Group, LLC, to 

consider Case No. 11-1586-DP/CDP for revised final review of a request to construct a new two-story 

single family dwelling and detached two-car garage on a vacant parcel. The proposed revisions entail 

adding a third bedroom to the residence and increase the building’s square footage by 56 square feet. The 

property is a 2,700 square foot parcel zoned Planned Residential Development (PRD-20) and shown as 

APN 003-436-023 located 4765 Dorrance Way. 

 

As part of Staff’s presentation, an second alternative floor plan was presented to the Board.  The second 

alternative would add approximately 37 square feet rather than 56 square feet and maintained more of the look 

and character of the original approved plan.  Staff noted that if a revision is to be considered, staff preferred the 

new alternative over the original alternative. 

 

Project Architect, William Araluce, also noted he preferred alternative 2, noting it looked more balanced than 

the other alternative. 

 

Public Comment:   

Bob Gobuty, property owner of 4716 Seventh Street, commented that a three bedroom residence is better for the 

City’s tax base. 

 

Boardmember Discussion:   

The Boardmembers agreed that neither design had much impact on the project as viewed from the street and that 

generally either of them would be fine.  Several Boardmembers pointed out however that the alternative 2 

design looked more balanced and thus was preferred. 

 

Boardmember Reginato asked whether the front window on the second floor east elevation could be moved 

forward slightly or reduced in size to free up some space between the window and the building corner.  After 



ACTIONS, ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 
 

November 14, 2013 

Continued—Page 2 
 

 
 

discussion, several other Boardmembers felt this was unnecessary. 

 

ACTION:  Motion by Boardmember Ellinwood, seconded by Boardmember Reginato to recommend revised 

final approval of the alternative 2 plan to the Planning Commission as submitted. 

 

VOTE:  4-0 

 

PROJECT REVIEW 

 

2) Applicant:  John Godkin for Thomas Van Eyck  Planner:  Shanna R. Farley-Judkins 

Project Number: 13-1682-CDP 

Project Location:  1248 La Brea Lane 

Zoning: Single Family Residential (8-R-1) 

 

Hearing on the request of John Godkin, for Thomas Van Eyck owner, to consider Case No. 13-1682-

ARB/CDP for preliminary review of a request to construct an addition of 316 square feet to the front of 

the existing residence and a 288 square foot patio structure in the rear yard.  The addition would consist 

of a new bedroom and entry room. The property is a 8,276 square foot parcel zoned Single Family 

Residential (8-R-1) and shown as APN 001-253-005, located at 1248 La Brea Lane. 

 

Staff presented a brief PowerPoint presentation and staff report.  

 

Public Comment: 

No comments. 

 

Boardmember Discussion: 

The Board discussed the general design of the project and the details shown. The applicant and Board discussed 

the intent of the details and discussed options to resolve conflicts. The Board generally agreed that roof plans 

and elevations did not match and needed more attention. The Board suggested that the roof over the addition 

could tie back into the garage to be more cohesive with the existing home. The Board discussed alternative 

solutions to the bow and bay windows and suggested that the two coordinate better, adding that the existing bay 

window roof could be revised to better align with the new additions. The Board suggested that the proposed 

windows include similar divided lights. The Board requested that the applicant improve the diagrams of the 

proposed patio structure on the rear of the home. 

 

ACTION:  Motion by Boardmember Ellinwood, seconded by Boardmember Reginato to continue the item to 

the December 12, 2013 meeting. 

 

VOTE:  5-0 

 

PROJECT REVIEW 

3) Applicant:  Rainer Schildknecht (owner/architect)  Planner:  Shanna R. Farley-Judkins  

Project Number: 13-1683-CDP 

Project Location:  4634 Ninth Street 

Zoning: Single Family Residential (4-R-1) 

 

Hearing on the request of Rainer Schildknecht (owner/architect) to consider Case No. 13-1683-
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CDP/ARB for preliminary review of a request to construct a new 1,932 square foot single family 

residence and two car garage. The property is a 4,860 square foot vacant lot zoned Single Family 

Residential (4-R-1) and shown as APN 003-242-018, located at 4634 Ninth Street. 

 

Staff presented the staff report and a PowerPoint presentation. Staff explained that the applicant placed story 

poles on the property to show the proposed height of the new home on the site. The presentation included images 

of the site and neighborhood. 

 

The property owner and architect presented a model of the proposed home and explained the concept behind the 

design. He explained that the floor plan considered the raised foundation due to the flood plain. The project 

would also include drought tolerant plantings and permeable paving to reduce runoff. 

 

Public Comment: 

Richard Gobuty commented that the proposal looked like a “big white box” and was not a “typical Carpinteria 

house.” 

 

Boardmember Discussion: 

The Board found the overall design to be elegant and smart, particularly given the limitations presented on the 

site. The Board agreed that the architecture was well designed and showed a good example of the modern style. 

Although the Members agreed that the design was attractive, they did not all agree on the overall design in this 

neighborhood or in the City in general. 

 

Boardmember Reginato commented that the proposal was too massive and very visible. Boardmember Araluce 

agreed that the home was massive but suggested that colors or architectural details could be used to break up the 

mass. Boardmember Ellinwood appreciated that the proposal was a departure from the typical craftsman style 

used throughout Carpinteria, but suggested that the home might warrant overhangs or projections to help break 

up the large façades. Boardmember Ellinwood also suggested that a recessed window would be appropriate, 

recommending a depth of two to four inches. Boardmember Gahan appreciated the design of the home and use 

of hedges as a vertical landscape. She warned about the maintenance concerns with the proposed hedge walls 

and shading that might occur. Boardmember Johnson noted the narrow side setbacks and was concerned about 

impacts to neighboring properties. He appreciated the vertical landscaping and liked the pulled-in hedges in the 

rear yard. He also suggested that softer colors could help with the design and mass of the building. He also 

suggested the use of shadow or overhangs to break up the mass on the façades of the building. 

 

The Board appreciated the use of solar and water retention on the site. The Board and applicant discussed 

placement concerns of these elements that may need to be addressed in future plans. 

 

ACTION:  Motion by Boardmember Araluce, seconded by Boardmember Ellinwood to recommend 

preliminary approval of the project with the discussion at the meeting and the comments below to be considered 

in future plans: 

 

 Study shading along the front of the home, including horizontal features or metal lattice on the south 

façade; 

 Consider solar panels and engineering design; and 

 Explore color modifications to break up the mass of the building. 

 

VOTE:  4-1 (Reginato No) 
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PROJECT REVIEW 

4) Applicant:  Seth Briskman, agent/architect for Bob & Richard Gobuty     Planner:  Nick Bobroff 

Project Number:  08-1417-DP/CDP/TPM 

Project Location:  4716 Seventh Street 

Zoning:  Planned Residential Development (PRD-15) 

 

 Hearing on the request of Seth Briskman, agent/architect for Bob and Richard Gobuty to consider Case No. 

08-1417-DP/CDP/TPM for revised preliminary review of a request to remodel and construct additions to 

an existing single family residence, construct two new two-story residential units and attached garages, and 

subdivide the property for condominium purposes. The property is a 10,998 square foot parcel zoned 

Planned Residential Development (PRD-15) and shown as APN 003-301-020 located at 4716 Seventh 

Street. 

 

Staff and the project architect, Seth Briskman, walked the Board through the project and the various changes that 

have been made to it over the course of several ARB reviews.  Staff explained that there were still some 

outstanding issues concerning flood zone compliance and stormwater management that could impact project 

design. 

 

Public Comment: 

Richard Ford, CVWD Boardmember, asked whether this project and the resulting increase in water demand had 

been reviewed by the Water District.  Staff explained the project had been reviewed by CVWD staff and a 

condition letter had been submitted to the City by the District. 

 

Tracy Espinoza, 4696 Seventh Street, resides in the condominium next door to the west.  She expressed privacy 

concerns with the new two-story units and their window/deck placements, solar shading concerns from the new 

structure and that she would lose her existing ocean view.  She also lamented that the west elevation is one large 

uninterrupted plane. 

 

Mike Dale, 4696 Seventh Street also expressed concern over the solar shading impacts to their development, 

particularly during the winter when the sun is lower in the sky. 

 

Claudia Gottstein, 4755 Eighth Street, noted she continues to harbor concerns with the project, both those noted 

in the staff report as well as those previously submitted to the City in 2010. 

 

Boardmember Discussion: 

The Board acknowledged the project was facing various challenges that were affecting what could be done to 

the existing residence.  The Board explored ideas of using flatter roofs (3:12 pitch) with broader overhangs 

instead of the steeper 4:12 pitches shown on the current plans.  It was also suggested that perhaps the new units 

could use a contrasting roof material, such as a metal roof. 

 

Boardmember Johnson suggested that the roof on the rear elevation of the existing single family residence 

should end in a hip rather than a gable.  He also recommended reducing the size of the street-facing bathroom 

window on the second floor of Unit B and slightly increasing the size of the adjacent bedroom window.  He 

suggested that the new units may better relate to the existing unit if new Unit B stepped down in height on its 

east end by reducing the garage plate heights (below) and/or the second floor plate heights for the two smaller 

bedrooms in Unit B.  Lastly, he recommended pulling back the roof overhang over the Unit B second floor deck 

to help address the neighbors’ view and shading concerns as well as help to break up the building’s mass. 
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Boardmember Gahan noted that Boardmember Nomura’s previous comments on the landscape plan had been 

adequately addressed. 

 

ACTION:  Motion by Boardmember Araluce, seconded by Boardmember Reginato to continue the item to the 

December 12, 2013 ARB meeting for further review. 

 

VOTE:  5-0 

 

 

OTHER BUSINESS:  None 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR: 

 Action Minutes of the Architectural Review Board meeting held October 17, 2013. 

 

ACTION:  Motion by Boardmember Reginato, seconded by Boardmember Gahan to approve the minutes of 

October 17 with the direction to change the word “specials” to “species” in item #2 and add the following 

comments to item #4: 

• Use 3 x 10 members for the trellis rather than the 2 x 10 shown on the plan; 

• Use all stainless connectors on the trellis; 

 

VOTE: 5-0 

 

MATTERS PRESENTED BY BOARDMEMBERS and STAFF: 

 

Boardmember Reginato commented on the shotcrete cover installed at the State Park and Nick Bobroff was able 

to provide photos he had recently taken. 

 

Steve Goggia also gave a brief presentation of the Myers Mixed-use concept review. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Johnson adjourned the meeting at 8:07 p.m. to the next regularly scheduled meeting to be held at 

5:30 pm on Thursday, December 12, 2013 in City Council Chambers.  All Boardmembers indicated they 

would be attending. 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Secretary, Architectural Review Board 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Chair, Architectural Review Board 

 

 


