
CITY OF CARPINTERIA     ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 
5775 Carpinteria Avenue     Meeting Date:  January 29, 2009 
Carpinteria California 93013 

 ACTION MINUTES  

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by William Araluce, Chair. 
  
ROLL CALL 
Boardmembers present:   Scott Ellinwood 
                                            Wade Nomura 
                                            Richard Johnson 
                                            Bill Araluce 
                                            Jim Reginato 
 
Boardmembers absent:    None 
                                                                                         
OTHERS PRESENT:  Approximately  2 interested persons were present. 
 
PRESENTATIONS BY CITIZENS – None 
 
PROJECT REVIEW 
1) Applicant:  Richard Doolittle     Planner:  Nick Bobroff 

Project Number:  08-1479-DPM/CDP  
Project Location:  4945 Carpinteria Avenue  
Zoning:  Central Business (CB) 
 

Hearing on the request of Dave Mendro, NMA Architects, agent/architect for Richard Doolittle to 
consider Case No. 08-1479-DPM/CDP for a final review of a proposal to extensively remodel the 
existing multi-tenant commercial building.  The proposed improvements include creating a new 
entry at the northeast corner of the building along Carpinteria Avenue, replacing doors and 
windows, re-plastering portions of the structure and replacing the existing flat concrete tile roofing 
on the east elevation with clay tile roofing.  The property is zoned Central Business (CB) and shown 
as APN 003-261-010, located at 4945 Carpinteria Avenue. 

 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Following a brief presentation from the project Architect, the Board noted that several details including 
the detail of the north window surround molding and the stucco/block transition on the east side of the 
building needed additional attention.  The Board also noted that the existing blade sign along Carpinteria 
Avenue was not in keeping with the building improvements.  They had indicated that they could support 
a new blade sign if proposed as part of an Overall Sign Program. 
 
ACTION:  Motion by Boardmember Johnson, seconded by Boardmember Nomura, to recommend final 
approval with the following comments: 

• Provide a detail of the molding surrounding the north windows (detail 4 on sheet A4.1); 
• Provide a detail of the stucco/block transition on the east side of the building (i.e. casing or 

plaster stop), look into extending the new stucco wall a few inches into the Yucca Right-of-Way 
with an Encroachment Permit; and    

• Remove the existing blade sign on Carpinteria Avenue. 
 
VOTE   5-0 
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                                                   ------------------------------------------- 
PROJECT REVIEW 
 
2) Applicant:  Richard Johnson for Rene Topalian  Planner:  Nick Bobroff 

Project Number:  08-1473-ARB  
Project Location:  5570 Calle Ocho 
Zoning:  Single Family Residential (6-R-1) 
 
Hearing on the request of Richard Johnson agent for Rene Topalian to consider Case No. 08-1473-
ARB for a preliminary review of a for a proposal to remodel a one-story single family dwelling 
and construct a new 742 square foot second floor addition.  The proposed remodel includes 
relocating/replacing existing exterior doors and windows, completing an interior remodel of the 
residence and relocating the garage door to face the street.  The existing driveway would be 
largely removed and replaced with landscaping and a patio area.  A new driveway and apron 
would be constructed to align with the new garage door.  The site is located at 5570 Calle Ocho 
(APN 003-351-002) and is zoned Single Family Residential (6-R-1). 

 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Staff handed out a letter from neighbor Dorothy Campbell regarding the potential views into her 
bedroom from the south facing second floor windows following a brief presentation.  
 
Boardmembers commented that this project is a great example of addressing the concerns of second 
story residential additions, and that only a few items needed additional study. The Board noted that the 
corner wrap around windows on the second story southwest elevation were not matching.  The Board 
also thought the neighbor’s privacy concern could easily be solved by raising the bottom sill of the 
southeast window.  Boardmember Reginato expressed a concern over the chain link fence. 
 
ACTION:  Motion by Boardmember Ellinwood, seconded by Boardmember Nomura, to recommend 
preliminary approval with the following comments: 

• Modify the southwest corner windows so that they align with each other; 
• Raise the sill height of the southeast window in order to assure the privacy of the neighbor to the 

south; and 
• Use a wood material for the backyard fence. 

 
VOTE   4-0 
                                                   ------------------------------------------- 
 
OTHER BUSINESS: NONE   
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CONSENT CALENDAR:   
• Action Minutes of the Architectural Review Board meeting held January 15, 2009.  

 
ACTION:  Motion by Boardmember Nomura, seconded by Boardmember Araluce to approve Action 
Minutes of. January 15th, with the addition of Boardmember review for the second item. 
 
VOTE:  5-0 
 
MATTERS REFERRED BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION/CITY COUNCIL – None 
 
MATTERS PRESENTED BY STAFF – None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Chair Araluce adjourned the meeting at 6:25 p.m. to the next regularly scheduled meeting to be 
held at 5:30 pm on Thursday, February 12, 2009 in City Council Chambers.   
 
All Boardmembers are expected to be present. 
 
___________________________________ 
Secretary, Architectural Review Board 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Chair, Architectural Review Board 
 

 


