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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

This is the final review of a request to complete a series of interim site improvements to the
Carpinteria Arts Center property located at 855 Linden Avenue. The proposed improvements
include the following:

Replacement of the existing five-foot high chain link fence and rolling gate along the
site's Linden Avenue frontage with a new four-foot two-inch high polycarbonate panel
fence that would mimic the "wave form" of the approved new arts center building;
Replacement of the existing 572 square foot patio trellis with four new shade sail
structures supported by eight-inch diameter steel poles mounted in the ground. One
paraboloid shade sail structure measuring25 feetby 26 feet would be erected in
approximately the same location as the existing patio trellis. Three smaller triangular
shade sail structures in contrasting colors would be set adjacent to the property entrance
from Linden Avenue as an entry statement;
Revise the hardscape and landscape areas to reflect the approved layout ofthe new arts
center site plan. Paved areas would be resurfaced with a new gravel chip-seal. The
approved arts center's ground floor plan would be painted on the surface to delineate the
various uses/rooms for the future arts center. The lawn area around the existing
sycamore trees would be reduced in size and reconfigured in shape to match that of the
approved future arts center building;
New site landscaping, including a landscape feature adjacent to the front entry to the arts
center property in the general location of the future water feature and new planter
containers along the sides of the property;
New storage sheds constructed against the north side of the existing galleryioffrce
building; and
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o A new cast in place concrete wall monument sign measuring six feet high by six feet
wide with incised letters is proposed for the property's frontage, in line with the proposed
"wave form" fencing.

The purpose of the improvements is to improve the site's aesthetics and visibility and to aid in
fundraising efforts for the approved future community arts center building.

Plans are attached as Exhibit A.

PROJECT HISTORY

Architectural Review Board

The project was preliminarily reviewed by the ARB at their March 28,2013 meeting. In general,
the Board was supportive of the various improvements proposed, although they did offer
suggested changes to colors and placement of the shade structures. Specifically, the Board came
to an agreement that they would prefer to see the three smaller shade sails set farther back into
the lot and utilize ocean colors (i.e., greens and blues) as opposed to the primary colors originally
proposed. The Board also noted they preferred that steel poles be used as the support structures
for the shade sails.

V/ith respect to the new fencing, the Arts Council presented to the Board two options for the new
fence along the Linden Avenue sidewalk; either a galvanized steel picket fence could be
constructed in the proposed wave form, or the Arts Council could use clear polycarbonate panels
to create the fence while lending aîappearance of the approved future arts center building.
Eventually, after examining the materials, the Board and applicant agreed to move forward with
the polycarbonate panel fence.

The Board recommended preliminary approval of the interim improvements to the Planning
Commission with the following comments:

o Use muted colors for the shade sails;
o Use metal poles to support the shade sails;
o Move the front support shade sail support pole five feet into the interior; adjust the others

accordingly;
. Utilize the polycarbonate fence material (with dull galvanized posts/frame);
. Utilize the darker chip seal color; and
o Consider increasing the transparency of the gallery building by adding alargewindow

(or similar) facing Linden Avenue.

A copy of the Minutes from the March 28th meeting is attached as Exhibit B.
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Planning Commission

The project was forwarded to the Planning Commission for consideration at their JuIy I,2013
meeting. The Commission unanimously supported the project and approved it as submitted.

PROJECT ANALYSIS

In response to the ARB comments, the plans have been updated to reflect the
polycarbonate fence panels rather than the galvanizedpicket fence. Additional
construction details for the fence as well as specif,rcations on the panels, fasteners and
connectors have also been provided.

With respect to the shade sail structures, the plans have been updated to show the
revised location of the three smaller shade sails (set back five feet into the lot). The
colors have also been adjusted to reflect the ARB's preferred color scheme. Finally, the
updated plans note that eight-inch diameter steel poles will be used to support the shade
sails rather than wood utility poles as initially proposed. Additional construction details
and hardware specifications for the shade sail installation are included as well.

Additional details concerning the new cast in place concrete sign and storage shed are
also included in the attached plans. Cut sheets for the selected pole-mounted light
f,rxtures (to up-light the shade sails) and the aggregate chip seal are also included.

No revisions or alterations to the existing gallery building are proposed at this time.

Overall, it appears the updated plans are in substantial compliance with the
direction received from the Board. The Board's comments on the revisions to the
project as well as the submitted working drawings/construction details would be
appreciated.

SUMMARY OF ISSUES

o Revisions to the project in light of previous ARB comments; and
o Adequacy of final working drawings.

RECOMMENDATION

The Board should comment on the issues raised, and if appropriate, reconìmend final approval to
the community Development Director with their comments attached.

ATTACHMENTS

Exhibit A- Final Plans
Exhibit B- ARB Minutes, March 28,2013
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the colors
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PROJECT REVIEW

3) Applicant: Scott Ellinwood, FAIA, for Carpinteria Valley Arts Council Planner: Nick
Bobroff
Project Number: 1 3-1 654-DPR/CDP
Project Location: 855 Linden Avenue
Zoning: Central Business (CB) with Visitor-serving Commercial (V) Overlay

Hearing on the request of Scott Ellinwood, FAIA, agentlarchitect for the Carpinteria Valley Arts
Council to consider Case No. 13-1654-DPR/CDP for preliminary review of a request to complete
interim site improvements to the Carpinteria Arts Center site to improve its appearance and aid in
fundraising efforts for the approved new community arts center building. The proposed
improvements include new andlor replaced hardscape and landscape areas, replacement of the
existing patio structure with new shade sail structures, replacement of the existing fence along
Linden Avenue and new signage. The property is a 6,251 parcel zoned Central Business (CB)
with a Visitor-serving Commercial (V) Overlay and shown as APN 003-262-010 located at 855
Linden Avenue.

j urscussroN:
j Staff presented the project and noted they were generally supportive of the project. They explained that

¡ the proposed fence would require a fence permit due to its height and placement in the front setback; he
also noted that the proposed shade sail structure would require a setback modification in order to

front setback. It was also pointed out that staff had some concerns with the
qþl4q qgflry44lheir apprqpriateness for the downtown setting.

further refine the
lubtle improvements to thgproject and only served to
in agreement that the s.liÉht change to the waÍner colors

/t"
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Scott Ellinwood, architect, explained that the rationale for the site improvements was to make the arts
center property more interesting and intriguing in the hopes of drawing visitors in from the street. He
lamented that many visitors to the City do not notice the site as it stands today or take notice of it. He
also made several clarifications and suggested revisions to the project description:

o He explained that existing permeable areas would remain permeable; the portion of the existing
lawn area that would be removed to more accurately reflect the future arts center's courtyard
would be filled in with a stabilized gravel to match the chip seal used for the surrounding
hardscape areas but that this former landscape area would still be permeable;

o The existing rear gates/fences would remain as is and may be used in the future to hang displays
or informational signs during events;

o The Arts Council would prefer to utilize a clear polycarbonate plastic panel material for the front
fence instead of the wrought iron pickets. He explained that the superstructure of the fence (posts
and top and bottom rails) would still be made of the wrought iron and would give the fence its
shape. He noted the Arts Council had some long-term durability concerns about the material but
felt it better reflected the look and feel of the future Arts Center building;

o He displayed material samples for the shade sails along with color swatches of the available
shades. He reiterated that the Arts Council's preferred color scheme is to use the primary colors
as proposed.

Public Comment:
Christie Boyd, CVAC member, explained she liked the proposed improvements, including the shade sail
colors, as they would help to brighten up and improve upon the existing setting which is somewhat dark
and uninviting.

David Powdrell, CVAC President, explained that the rationale for these improvements is to help increase
awareness of the Arts Council and the future arts center. The improvements are meant to be alinterim
step taken that will hopefully aid in future fundraising efforts for the new arts center. He noted that he
too preferred the primary colors for the shade sails as they represent the basic colors from which all art
comes from and therefore can be closely identified with an arts center. He also felt that bold, bright
colors would help draw attention to the site.

Boar dmemb er Dis cus sion :
The Board was supportive of the efforts to improve the site's visibility and aesthetics. They did however
harbor some concerns with selected materials, colors and construction details.

Boardmember Araluce noted that the bright primary colors proposed for the shade sails may not be
popular with the general public. He related the example of the Tomol Park bridge as a recent example of
a structure that was originally proposed in bright colors but that ultimately had to be toned down. He
suggested the Arts Center use more subdued colors, perhaps picking up the approved tile glaze colors
from the future arts center building. He also suggested that the applicants should explore setting the
shade sail structures back farther into the lot. He thought maybe the primary colors could be uséd
elsewhere onsite.
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Boardmember Araluce also asked about the specifications for the utility poles used to support the shade
sails and whether the applicants had considered metal poles. The applicant explained thâfthey hoped to
find weathered gray pressure treated wood utility poles. The tops would be cut off at a 45 degree ãngle.
He explained they looked into metal poles but they were deemed cost prohibitive, especially ior what are
proposed to be temporary improvements.

Boardmember Reginato asked about the diameter of the support poles and raised some concerns with
any potential toxicity of utility-style poles. The applicant explained they would use standard 12-inch
diameter poles that slightly taper toward the top. The poles could be routed to run any conduit inside for
lighting, etc. He noted the newer, pressure treated poles tended to be less toxic than the old creosote-
style poles.

Boardmember Reginato explained he liked the general idea of the shade sail structures as they relate to
the ocean and tie in with the similar shade sails used in the Carpinteria State Beach picnic areas but that
he felt the colors should be switched out to shades that match the tile colors for the new arts center
building. With respect to the fencing material, he thought the polycarbonate plastic sheeting could be
interesting and might work; he inquired if it could be installed in such a way that sections could be
removed/replaced if needed. He also suggested that the top and bottom rails of the fence be round rather
than square' Mr. Ellinwood responded that yes, the fence could be designed and built in such a way that
the polycarbonate panels could be replaced. He noted he preferred square rails for the fence super
structure as it would be easier to cleanly secure the panels to the fence frame.

Boardmember Gahan explained she was split on the colors of the shade sails. She understood the desire
for the primary colors but still held a slight preference for the subdued ocean colors. She was glad to see
that the existing green areas would remain permeable.

Boardmember Johnson asked if any changes were proposed to the gallery/office building. Mr.
Ellinwood explained that no changes were proposed at this time, other than possibly applying a fresh
coat of paint. With respect to the landscaping, Boardmember Johnson thought the proposed 

-
improvements looked fine. He did however suggest the Arts Council look into whãt if would take to get
the street tree trimmed back as that may improve the site's visibility. Concerning the shade sails, he
noted he did not mind the primary colors but thought the shade sails could be reduced in size and,lor
moved back five feet or so (given their size and height), if there were concems about them being too
large and too visible. He noted steel support poles would be nice and that wood poles may neeftie
backs to provide adequate tension and prevent the poles from twisting or leaningover timê.

Boardmember Araluce asked whether anything could be done to increase the transparency of the gallery
building itself in an effort to make it more visible and inviting. He suggested adding French DooÃ
andlor larger windows.

Boardmember Johnson asked for additional details on the construction and text for the proposed sign.
Mr. Ellinwood explained they would use MDF forms for the concrete sign, chamfer thá edges sfigùly,
and perhaps give the sign face alight sandblast, smooth finish. The lettering would be appioximãtely six
inches high, incised % inches deep in something similar to a Century Gothic font style.



i ACUON: Motion by Boardmember Araluce, seconded by Boardmember Reginato to recommend
I preliminary approval with the following comments:

o Use the muted colors for the sunscreens:

D BY THE PLA UNCIL -None
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o Vy'ood poles to support the sunscreens are okay;
o Move the front support pole five feet into the interior, adjust the others accordingly;
o The polycarbonate fence material is preferred (with dull galvanizedposts);
o The darker chip seal color should be used; and
o Try to get transparency into the gallery with a large window facing Linden Ave.

VOTE: 4-0
OTHER BUSINESS:

CONSENT

ion Minutes of the Arch(ctural Review Board meeting February 21,2013.

ber Johnson, seconded by Araluce to approve Action
inutes of February 21,2"413.

VOTE: 4-0 ( Abstain)

MATTE TNG COMMISSION

MA PRESENTED BY ST - None

ADJOURNMENT

Chair Johnson adi meeting at7:00 p.m. to next regularly scheduled ing to be
held at 5:30 pm on Lrsday, April 11, 2013 in Ci

in attendance. ,/
ouncil Chambers. All members

thought they wou

Secretary, Architectural Review ard

ATTEST:

Chair, Architectural Review Board


