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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

This is a preliminary review of a request to install three panel antennas, one parabolic
antenna, and RF screening within an existing rooftop cupola, install one parabolic antenna
mounted within a proposed faux chimney and install an equipment cabinet upon the roof of
the existing Best Western Inn located at 4558 Carpinteria Avenue. The proposed
modifications would be in addition to the existing wireless facility already located on the
site. The complete plans are attached as Exhibit A.

PROJECT HISTORY

The Best 'Western Inn supports an existing wireless facility developed under project 03-
1090-CUP. The wireless facilities were later modified under project 03-1130-CUPM.

PROJECT ANALYSIS

The Wireless Communications Ordinance contains specific criteria that must be satisfied
for all new wireless facilities. Those standards that relate to the aesthetics of the site, and
the project's compliance with Section 14.56 of the zone code, are as follows:

' Wireless communicationfacilities shall be located on existing structures, unless
otherwise permitted pursuant to Section 14.56.070 of this Chapter. The addition of
new architectural features to an existing building to conceal antennae shall not
negatively affect the architectural design of the building or how the building blends
w ith s un ounding dev el opme nt.

' Building mountedfacilities shall architecturally blend with the structure to which
they are attached to avoid the appearance of a wireless facility. Cotors, textures and
materials shall be consistent with those utilized on existing structures.
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All mechanical equipment associated with the operation of wireless commltnication
facilities shall be locqted within or concealed by the structure to which the facility is
attached. No exposed conduit, wire, cables or similar appurtenances shall be
permitted. Other than new monopole facilities in conformance with Section
14.56.050 (1), all mechanical equipment for the wireless facilities shall be located
within or concealed by the structure on which the facility is located.

The proposed project is located within an existing wireless communication facility;
therefore the project is consistent with our co-location requirements.

The project includes the installation of four antennas within an existing rooftop
cupola. The proposal would include the installation of clear plexi-glass panels
trimmed to look like windows, to screen the antennas and mounting. The existing
cupola is visible from Highway 101, Reynolds Avenue and partially from
Carpinteria Avenue. Staff is concerned with the location of the antennas and the
use of clear plexi-glass screening within the open spaces of the cupola may not
be compatible with the architecture of the structure.

Staff has recommended that the applicant consider alternate locations these new
antennas so as to avoid alteration of the cupola, considered a key design element of
the structure. Staff recommends that the Architectural Review Board consider
how the proposal affects the existing Spanish style of the building and existing
architectural details on the site.

The project also includes installation of another antenna within a proposed faux
chimney. The proposed chimney would be constructed upon the Southwest corner of
the roof, extending five feet above the existing roof. while it is proposed to be
constructed with stucco and clay tile to better match the structure, staff has two
concems; the integration of this element with the existing structure and the potential
for even more faux chimneys should the wireless facility expand in the future.
Staff requests that the Board consider modifications to better incorporate

elements of the existing architecture into the new faux chimney.

The project would also include the construction of a two foot by two foot rooftop
equipment cabinet that would extend 16 inches above the existing roof height. The
structure would be set back 11 feet 6 inches from the edge of the nearest roof
parapet. The applicant has provided a study of the visibility of the cabinet that will
be presented at the meeting. Based on this study, the structure would only visible
from 424 feet away or more. Due to other structures in the area, it is assumed that the
structure would not be typically visible from street level. If visible, staff is concerned
that the cabinet is not designed to be in keeping with the other rooftop elements of
the structure. Staff suggests that the Board recommend that additional
architectural detail be added to coordinate with the primary structure, or that
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the structure is located further towards the interior of the roof to as be less
visible.

' The development of wireless communications facilities shall minimize the removal of
landscaping and shall not result in the removal of mature trees, shrubs or other
landscaping determined to be a significant environmental or aesthetic resource,
including, but not limited to natural habitat. A landscape plan shall also be
required to further enhance landscaping on the parcel if necessary for screening or
aesthetic purposes.

No landscaping is proposed to be removed as part of this project and no landscaping
would be affected by the proposed project.

Based on the plans of the proposed cupola modifications and faux chimney, staff believes
that the antennas would be mostly screened from public view. However, the design of the
proposed cupula screening and new chimney could be better integrated into the existing
structures on the roof or walls of the building.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

The Board should comment on the issues raised above. If the Board feels the proposed
project without modifications, meet acceptable design criteria, the Board should
recommend approval of the project to the Community Development Director. Should the
Board require modifications to the design of the project, the Board should recommend
modifications to the Community Development Director with direction to return to the
Board for final review of changes.

ATTACHMENTS

Exhibit A: Site/Elevation Plan
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