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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

This is the final review of a request by the California Department of Parks and Recreation
(CDPR) and the City of Carpinteria Parks and Recreation Department to make interim-
use improvements to a portion of Carpinteria State Beach located at the northwest corner
of the Park between Palm and Linden Avenues. The project includes the installation of
three primary features :

1. The Interpretive Play Area: This portion of the project is sponsored by the
Carpinteria Morning Rotary Club and is closely themed to the Chumash legend of the
Rainbow Bridge. Because the legend includes Santa Cruz Island, the Santa Ynez
Mountains behind Carpinteria, and the Santa Barbara Channel, all of these topographic
elements are imitated in small scale in the project. A pathway bridge to connect the
"island" to the "mainland" is included. An "asphalt cliff'feature would serve as a small
amphitheatre. Three small structures will mimic dwelling structures typical of a
Chumash village. A 16 to 22 foot-long full-scale "tomol" (canoe) would be "beached"
near the climbing structures and allow children to imagine themselves on the shoreline
looking out to sea, where dolphins will be positioned in a natural configuration. Other
features in the play area include alarge native Califomia sycamore tree, under which
lectures could occur and an elevated pathway along the northem boundary of the property
that would provide vistas out to the Channel Islands. A low retaining wall (68 inches or
less) built along the northern property boundary would be built to mimic the prof,rle of
Santa Cruz Island when seen from the north. The retaining wall, in conjunction with a 4-
foot high "no climb" fence and plantings would serve as a safe barrier between the play
area and the railroad right-of-way. The project will require the removal of four
eucalyptus trees and two small Monterey pine trees. Replacement trees to be planted in
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the play area will be natives, such as California sycamores, coast live oaks and island
oaks.

2. The Palm-Linden Trail: The approximate 1,100-foot-long by lO-foot-wide multi-
use trail would provide a critical link between Palm Avenue and Linden Avenue. Three
large Canary Island date palms and two large eucalyptus trees in the eastem tratl area
frame views of the mountains and create a gateway to the western portion of the project.
The trail would provide an intuitive, safe, and enjoyable route for pedestrians and
bicyclists to access the State Beach and downtown Carpinteria. Solar powered bollard-
style lighting would cast low level illumination downward onto the trail. A portion of the
trail would be elevated over the fresh water bioswale described below.

3. The Bioswale: The project includes the enlargement and conversion of an existing
drainage swale into a fresh water bioswale. Storm water runoff from the 6th Street and
Maple Street areas to the north flow under the railroad tracks through a culvert pipe and
then sit in a = 0.1 acre depression northwest of the Anacapa Campground before
crossing over Linden Field and entering a storm drain heading west to the Salt Marsh
Nature Park. While some natives, such as willows have established in the main
depression, most of the vegetation consists of non-native invasives such as kikuyu grass.

The project proposes to enlarge the drainage swale to about * 0.4 acre and to plant it with
native wetland plants such as Scirpus, Yerba mansa, willows and rush to create a
bioswale. The contouring and native plant installment would serve to temporarily retain
and slow down the runoff velocity, allowing the natural bioremediation properties of the
plants to filter and improve the water quality before it reaches the Salt Marsh. Two
interpretive signs are proposed to be placed along the trail and will explain how the
public can help prevent stotm water runoff contamination. A locator sign to help visitors
locate the Salt Marsh Nature Park, the 8th Street Bridge, and other points of natural
beauty in Carpinteria will also be installed. Approximately 330 feet of boardwalk would
be built using recycled plastic lumber. The boardwalk would be constructed on piers and
span the bioswale area to ensure all-weather trail use and to protect bioswale soils from
compaction.

It is estimated that the project would require 350 cubic yards of cut and 1,158 cubic yards of fill.
Staff notes that the project would likely be constructed in phases, with this first phase including
the construction of the interpretative play area and the bioswale.

Plans are attached as Exhibit A.

PROJECT SETTING

The project site is located within Carpinteria State Beach, between Palm and Linden Avenues.
The Union Pacific Railroad tracks are to the north, Linden Avenue is to the west, Palm Avenue
is to the east, Linden Field and the Anacapa Campground are to the south. The City adjoins the
State Beach Park on three sides.
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PROJECT BACKGROUND

Architectural Review Board

The project was reviewed, and a recommendation of preliminary approval was given by the
ARB at the August 74,2008 meeting. While Boardmembers had indicated that they were
pleased with the proposal, there were a few items they believe needed attention. Foremost was
a concern raised by the owners of the Island Brewing Company that the proposed retaining
wall and fence along the project's northern boundary could block existing views out to the
ocean as seen from the Company's outdoor patio and indoor seating area. While an exhibit
showing this view as affected by the project was provided to the ARB, the accuracy of the
photo simulation was discussed. As part of their motion, the Board requested additional site
line exhibits in order to verify the expected impact to views as seen from the Island Brewing
Company.

The Board also requested the applicants to investigate a stronger connection from the trail's
east end at Palm Avenue down into the State Park. Staff notes that the State Park is
considering future changes within the park, and any improvements located outside the area
considered by the Operating Agreement would be under the State Park's jurisdiction. V/hile a
recommendation of preliminary approval was given by the Board, the ARB did request that the
project retum to the ARB for an in-progress review after the Planning Commission hearing
with details for the retaining wall and full color and material details. Minutes of this meeting
are included as Exhibit B.

Planning Commission

The Planning Commission reviewed and approved the project on September 2,2008. There
were no appeals.

ANALYSIS

As brought up at the project review by the Architectural Review Board, there would be
some impact on private views from the Island Brewing Company's location north of the
railroad tracks. A second site visit was conducted with the applicant and the owners of
the Island Brewing Company. Story poles indicated the height of the retaining wall and
fence adjacent to the northern project boundary. It was made clear that while views of
the Linden Field lawn would be compromised by the proposed development, views of the
vegetated sand dunes and ocean beyond would be retained. It was also noted that the
removal of some of the larger eucalyptus trees and the planting of native trees within this
area could help to frame the ocean views.

For the purpose of final review by the ARB, the focus is on the interpretative play area
and the planting of wetland and meadow groundcovers within the bioswale. Many of the
items requiring onsite construction and the planting materials have been detailed in the
plan set, but information regarding the prefabricated items such as the Chumash
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dwellings, canoe, and wildlife play elements have yet to be fully developed. The
majority of these elements would be made of a cementitous material and would be f,rnished
to have the natural colorings. These play sculptures would be manufactured by the same
company that created the mother and pup seal sculpture reviewed by the ARB last year and
installed at the beach end of Linden Avenue. Staff has requested that the applicant bring all
available color and material samples to the meeting for review by the Board.

RECOMMENDATION

If the Board feels the project meets acceptable design criteria and sufficient details have been
provided, the Board should recommend final approval of the interpretative play area and the
bioswale portion of the project with their recommendations to the Community Development
Department. As some of the play elements have yet to be manufactured, the ARB may wish to
condition the recommendation to require these elements to be brought back individually as

matters presented by staff prior to their construction.

ATTACHMENTS

Exhibit A - Reduced Plan Sheet Set
Exhibit B - Minutes of the August 14,2008 ARB meeting
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ACTIONS. ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD

E,*rlrarr Þ
Date: August 14,2008
Continued-Page2

Hearing on the request of Dale Pekarek, agent for David Black, Islands Apartments to consider
Case No. 08-1454-DPM/CDP for a continued preliminary review of a proposal to remodel an
existing eight-unit apartment complex. Proposed exterior improvements include replacing the
exterior stairway, balcony railings, windows and entry doors. The property is an 8,825 square
foot parcel zoned PRD-20 and shown as APN 003-483-007, located at26l Linden Avenue.
The applicant is requesting a continuance to the August28r2008 ARB meeting.

ACTION: Motion by Boardmember Araluce, seconded by Boardmember Ellinwood, to continue the
item to the August 28,2008 ARB meeting.

VOTE:4-0

Applicant: Matt Roberts, Director of Parks and Recreation Planner: Steve Goggia
Project Number: 08- 145 5-DP/CDP
Project Location: North end of Linden Field between Linden and Palm Avenues
Zoning: Commercial Planned Development (CPD) and Recreation (REC)

Hearing on the request of Matt Roberts, Director of Parks and Recreation, City of Carpinteria,
agent for the California State Department of Parks and Recreation to consider case No. 08-
1455-DP/CDP for preliminary review of a proposal to construct a children's interpretative play
area, a new trail between Linden and Palm Avenues and enlarge and improve an existing
drainage area by creating a bioswale. The properly is zoned Commercial Planned
Development (CPD) and Recreation (REC) and is located at the north end of Linden Field
between Linden Avenue and Palm Avenue (APNs 003-450-001 and 004-105-014).

DISCUSSION:
Following brief presentations by staff, Matt Roberts and Rich Rozzelle, the Board heard concerns from
Paul and Cheryl Wright regarding the proposed retaining wall and fence blocking ocean and island views
as seen from the Island Brewing Company. In addition to wanting to see a stringline exhibit showing the
retaining wall and fence from the Brewing Company's property, several Boardmembers wanted to see a
stronger connection from the trail's east end down into the State Park; perhaps a north/south connection
to one of the roadways within the park. The Board was pleased with the proposal thus far.

ACTION: Motion by Boardmember Ellinwood, seconded by Boardmember Reginato, to recommend
preliminary approval with the following comments:

o Provide photo exhibits (verify existing exhibit) prior to Planning Commission's consideration of
the project;

o Texture the retaining wall face (possibly a rib pattern);
o Provide fence details;
. Look into providing a stronger connection from the trail's east end down into the State Park; and
o Come back for an in-progress review \ /ith full color and material details after the Planning

Commission meetins.

YOTE:4-0


